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Today’s presentation: At-Grade Crossings 
Program

• Program overview
• Completed and active projects review
• Next steps
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At-Grade Crossings Program overview
Created to enhance safety at
Link light rail at-grade crossings.

Initial focus has been the Rainier 
Valley:
• Service opened in 2009
• 4.5 mile corridor with
• 27 at-grade crossings
• 3 stations – Columbia City,

Othello, and Rainier Beach

Sounder to be incorporated
in the future.
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At-Grade Program - Completed projects review



5 Additional active projects underway: Train headlight enhancements for better public visibility of 
approaching trains and smart sensing infrastructure to enhance safety of all user interactions at intersections.

At-Grade Program - Active projects review
DESCRIPTION UPDATE

 Link alignment corridor update
Implementation of newly adopted agency standards at existing 
crossings in MLK and SODO (static and dynamic signage, 
traffic signal enhancements, and track filler replacement to 
improve ped and bicycle access over tracks).

• Final design: complete in 2024

• Phased implementation of updates: 
2025 or sooner

 Auto-ped gates at station locations
Design and installation of auto-ped gates at Rainier Beach, 
Othello, Columbia City, and Stadium stations.

• Expediting conceptual design

• Delivery timeline update: Fall 2024

 Paint to enhance trackway visibility
Add dynamic envelope pavement markings and reflective paint 
to enhance visibility of trackway crossings for pedestrians, 
bicycles, and vehicles.

Work underway: complete in 2024

PROJECT

PILOT

PILOT
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Next steps - Fall Board meetings

Design

Community
Engagement

Corridor 
analysis

Program 
strategy

REO, SEC, 
Board

Assess efficacy of implemented treatments

Advancing design of auto-ped gates at station locations

Identifying and evaluating near-, mid-, and long-term safety enhancements

Cinema under 
the Stars at 

Columbia Park
Othello Park
Int’l Festival Rail Safety Week

Rainier Beach 
Back2School 
Bash

Secure Board feedback

JUL                               AUG                               SEP                             OCT

Sound Transit
Board



Thank you.

soundtransit.org
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